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CALENDAR ITEMS
	March 23
	Carnival Ticket/T-shirt Pre-Order Deadline

	March 26
	Earth Day Celebration in Nature Center, 11-2

	April 9
	ROE Family Carnival, 11-3


From the desk of Mrs. shenker
Congratulations to all of our participants in the recent Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition. Ten teams from ROE are advancing to the state tournament in April!  Our students and parent coaches have created a remarkable program under the leadership of Michele Dahlquist. Our OM program demonstrates what children can accomplish with a creative, supportive school community!  Go ROE!!!
Spanish Class Needs Guest Speakers
The “Español y Latino América” / “Spanish and Latin America” Wednesday elective (7:45 a.m.) class is inviting parents, grandparents, family and friends to join us as a guest speaker. If you were born, have lived, worked or travelled to a Spanish-speaking country or any other country we’d love to see you.  You can share information, your experiences, pictures, etc. about a country with a group of fourth and fifth graders. Please contact Señora Vasquez at mvasque3@houstonisd.org.  

Come one, Come All to the Nature Center Celebration this Saturday!
Dear ROE community: Just a friendly reminder that this Saturday, from 11am-2pm, ROE will have its 2nd Earth Day celebration! Your hardworking Nature Center Committee has put together lots of fun activities for both kids and adults, and our Wildlife Habitat has never looked better!  We had a great turnout last year at our inaugural Earth Day, and are looking forward to a great 2nd Earth Day party this year!

This year, there will be a cooking demonstration/talk with Monica Pope, local chef extraordinaire and ROE parent. Also, throughout the day there will activities led by Joe Blanton, our outdoor classroom specialist. Mark your calendars to spend a fun couple of hours in our renovated Nature Center with wonderful people and great activities, and all in support of a good cause! Don’t forget to bring a picnic lunch!

- Paul Rainn, Science Specialist
Carnival Collection Contest!

Please send in cans of soda, water bottles and juice boxes to your child’s classroom beginning NEXT Wednesday, March 30-April 6 to benefit the Carnival! The kids in the class collecting the most beverages will each receive $5 worth of Carnival tickets.

For your convenience, you can drop off your beverages during the morning drop-off on Friday, April 1 and Wednesday, April 6. Otherwise, your child can bring them to his/her class any day of the collection week. Please mark your beverages with your teacher’s name so we can keep track for the contest.

Stock up now! Drop-off begins next Wednesday. Thank you for supporting ROE and good luck winning Carnival tickets!

Odyssey of the Mind Results

River Oaks Elementary Odyssey of the Mind students have been busily preparing for the Houston Area Regional tournament since October and presented their solutions Saturday, March 12th at Paul Revere Middle School. There were more than 150 teams representing the entire greater Houston area competing for top honors and the right to represent Houston at the Texas State Finals in April. River Oaks students were “a cut above,” as voiced by a tournament official, and were fabulous representatives of our wonderful school. Of the 13 teams who participated in the Division I competition, 10 of them are advancing to the State Finals! A tournament organizer wrote, “Congratulations to all the River Oaks teams. As usual, they performed extremely well. It’s quite an accomplishment to get 18 teams to and from the tournament, not to mention being very successful in the competition. ROE is bigger than 3 of our [state’s] regions!” Way to go, River Oaks Odyssey of the Mind teams!  

Problem #1 – Extreme Mouse Mobiles

1st Place – Josh Foreman, Aditya Pethe, Elizabeth Awad, Simon Jernigan, Aarohi Sheth, Ally Sun, Lily Ward

3rd Place –Pranav Konduri, Asher Moll, Samara Moll, Grace Okoro, Mason Robertson, James Sun, Nicholas Yum

5th Place – Arnav Burudgunte, Leila Hunter, Will Moore-Jones, Luke Richardson, William Sterner

Problem #2 – As Good As Gold…berg

2nd Place  - Ilona Altman, Isabella Altman, Maya Kanani, Sophia Rodriguez, Samantha Su, Charlie Wood 

3rd Place – Juliette Draper, Eli Maierson, Kate Marsh, Eliza Pillsbury, Bridget Rasmussen, Graham Revilla

Problem #3 – The Classics – Le Tour Guide

6th Place  - Sam Anderson, Ana Cecelia Bruton,  Darby Gates, Hunter Hensey, Zainab Niaz, Haley Weir, Clyde Johnson

Problem #4 – Unhinged Structure

2nd Place – Mreedu Baweja, Jared Cordova, Hrishikesh Kommu, Will Leger, Ryan Pontes, Sarah Szafranski\

6th Place – Zachary Farmer, Anabelle Finger, Daniel Martinez, Maya Wilson
Problem #5 – Full Circle

1st Place – Sam Donovan, Trip George, Gina Grieb, Alexandra Kakadiaris, Caroline Lee, Elena Margolin, Stuart Whiteside

5th Place – Manar Ansari, Judy Cashin, Danielle Costa, Saahithi Joopelli, Claire Langenkamp, Kaily Sims, Emily Switek

These 10 teams join 12 other HISD elementary schools, along with teams from all over the state to compete on April 16th at the Texas State Finals. Congratulations to all our teams who took the Odyssey challenge!

carnival ticket/t-shirt deadline
Please note that order forms are due by this week for pre-ordered tickets at a discounted rate for the carnival along with the t-shirt orders by this Wednesday March 23rd. Please visit the ROE Spirit Store for on-line sales or pick up an order form at the front office. If you have any questions, please contact Max Shilstone at carnival@riveroakspto.org. We look forward to seeing you all on April 9th at the carnival. Thank you!
Bully Prevention Workshop
The PTO will sponsor a bully prevention workshop for parents on Wednesday, April 13th, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the ROE cafeteria. Last fall, Dr. Stuart Twemlow and Dr. Carla Sharp conducted workshops for parents and teachers focused on the findings of our school climate survey and bullying dynamics in general. At the upcoming workshop, they will lead us in a more detailed discussion of bullying, including hands-on practical tips for handling difficult situations at school and at home. Please mark your calendars for this important event. 

--Meredith Maierson, Internal School Relations
New Science Lab Move- Please help!
PLEASE HELP -- make the move a HUGE success by volunteering today!
When: Monday, March 28
Where: Meet in the Science Lab in the Kindergarten hallway
Time: 4:00-5:00 shift 1, 5:00-6:00 shift 2
Contact: Volunteer Coordinators - Amie Canfield or Sara Bloome at volunteers@riveroakspto.org
ROE MOM'S March Madness Party
Saturday, March 26th @ 7:00; Fun, Friends, Festive & Food and No Basketball allowed!
2423 Locke Lane, $25 PTO donation (auction item)
Hosted by: Donna Glover, Kristin Helfand, Rene Flood, Sandy Shaw, Tracie Knightly, Vicky Estrera, Amy Rasmussen, Kathryn Hensey & Lynn Marsh, 713-429-4946
2011-2012 PTO Board

It is an honor as incoming PTO President to announce the 2011-2012 PTO Board as presented and approved at the March 8th PTO Board meeting. Thank you to each of you for serving in this important role for ROE. We look forward to working together as a team with our parents and continue to support ROE and its students as well as Principal Susan Shenker and the amazing ROE faculty. - Holly Shilstone, 2011-2012 PTO President
RIVER OAKS ELEMENTARY 2011-2012 PTO BOARD

	President
	Holly Shilstone
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	Frances Moore-Jones

	First VP 
	Paul Heyburn
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	Volunteer Coordinator
	Madhuri Chilakapati

	Volunteer Coordinator
	Amie Canfield
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